Notes from Environmental Networking Group – 30/3/04

Attendance: Kate Bell; Terry Miller; George Spencer; Gary Hughes; Bobby Cordingley; Sylvia Turner; Paul Mellors; Nic Lance.

Introduction

KB informed the group that the Lincoln Environment Roundtable (LER) had requested support from members of the community. The LER would like to widen membership to ensure that a broad sector of the community contribute to Local Strategic Partnership(LSP) decision making process.  KB handed out a copy of the LER constitution which explained membership and how the group operates.  The constitution is currently being re written and attendees were asked to comment.

Suggestions included:

· Aims of the group should be the first point.

· The Constitution lacked any milestones and the LER seemed to lack direction.

Membership of the LER

The group discussed their own agendas and how these could fit in with those of the LER.  Attendees discussed the need for an active group that could feed into the LER.  A network of individuals that could encourage grass roots actions, influence actions of the LER and decision making within organisations i.e. the City of Lincoln Council to ensure that the publics views are heard.

It was agreed that KB would coordinate between the Action group and the LER and the City of Lincoln Council LA 21 group to ensure that all groups are kept informed of each others actions.  It was agreed that the group will be informed of forthcoming dates, initiatives etc.

Environmental Networking Group

It was agreed that attendees would consider what the new group should be called.  It was also agreed that the groups purpose should be:

1. To influence structures and processes in order to change behaviour.

2. To get involved in small local actions.

3. Where possible influence local businesses/industry to adopt environmental principles. 

The group also agreed that it could apply for funding to support projects and for this it would also be necessary to have a constitution.

Projects

The group discussed a variety of projects, suggestions included:

· A project to raise awareness amongst University Students about recycling.  

· Drop off leaflets to local residents who are not aware of waste collection days, recycling boxes and where to leave them. ACTION KB to discuss with Barrie Billinghay (Recyling Officer) and report back to the group at the next meeting.

· Green Steps Project.  Work with households to reduce their ecological footprint

· Promotion of Biodiversity – To work with local residents to improve derelict sites in the city for both promotion of biodiversity and improving the local area.

· Community Composting sites.  Accessible sites for residents to use a shared compost facility.  Compost sites could be positioned on underused allotment sites or other council owned land.

· Demonstration garden.  To work with Lincolnshire County Council to set up a demonstration garden, with compost facilities in Lincoln.  To promote wildlife, composting, provide local skills and part time employment or volunteering opportunities.

Date of the Next Meeting

The next meeting will be help at City Hall on Wednesday 28th April at 10 am.

