Notes from EcoLincs meeting – 5/10/04

Attendance: Chair – Justin Harrison; Kate Bell; George Spencer; Nic Lance; Winifred Pouptis; Stan Ellis 

1.    Apologies: Bobby Cordingley; Sylvia Turner; Terry Miller

2.    Matters Arising.

JH reported to the group on the outcome of the Bio power Network introductory seminar.  SE informed the group that a firm in Skellingthorpe use fat from Chip Shops to fuel their fleet.  JH has become a member of the Network and hopes to get more involved in Biofuel process.  KB informed the group that grants were available for social enterprises and would pass on information.  The group also agreed that it should inform Gillian Merron MP of their concerns over the lack of fiscal incentive to promote the use of biofuels for vehicles.  JH reported that the Environment Agency class used oil as an industrial waste product which requires a licence for companies using the oil in any way.

JH will keep the group informed of any progress.

3.    Constitution
The group discussed and agreed changes to the constitution, mainly referring to changing the term environment to sustainability throughout.  (See Constitution for details)

4.    Update on Green Steps Project 
KB informed the group that Kate Hiseman is leaving the University at the end of November.  It was decided that this would make it very difficult to continue the project in its current format.  In addition little interest has been shown in response to letters sent to students and publicity about the project.

KB informed the group that she will be producing a climate change strategy for Lincoln and this will involve some work with Lincoln residents and the University to assist with an energy profile of the city.  KB will keep the group informed .

5.     EcoLincs Website
JH updated the group on the progress of the working group.  KB informed the group that the Community Network had agreed to support the website with a grant for £1500.  Funding would enable EcoLincs to hold a consultation event, Website launch event as well as pay for the design of the site.  KB has been requested to submit a statement of intention and send an invoice to Urban Challenge.  The group agreed that in the interim period the CoLC should hold the money on behalf of EcoLincs.

6.  Any Other business
i) JH informed the group that a strategic plan consultation was to be held at the City of Lincoln Council.  They wanted to find out what residents of Lincoln believe the CoLC priorities should be over the next 5 years.  JH will be attending the consultation to provide support for the environment.  The next consultation will be held on Tuesday 19th October at Boultham Park user group.

ii) WP informed the group that she was concerned about the Echo article highlighting some of the problems in the Sincil Bank are.  KB informed the group that a Sincil place check report had been produced with local comments about the area.  There will also be a Sincil warden in post soon to work with local people.  KB suggested that members of the group could arrange an activity/event to help clean up the Sincil area.  SE informed the group that the area was not as bad as it had been portrayed in the Echo.  KB agreed to keep the group updated on the warden position and perhaps invite the warden to a future meeting to discuss possible future action.

iii) NL informed the group that a presentation will take place on Friday 6th September at the River Witham.

7.    Date of the Next Meeting

The next meeting will be help at City Hall on Wednesday 17th November at 10am – 12.

