Notes from EcoLincs meeting – 25/8/04

Attendance: Chair – Justin Harrison; Kate Bell; George Spencer; Sylvia Turner; Nic Lance; Winifred Pouptis; Simon Aslett; Terry Miller

Apologies  Bobby Cordingley

1. Matters Arising.

None

2. Report back on questionnaire
JH informed the group that GS had suggested some changes to the constitution.  GS suggested the following:

· The heading 2 should be changed from ‘Framework’ to ‘About the Constitution’

· The following points should be added to Group Structure and Administration:

6.4 Each person/member should not hold more than one named position (ie chair, secretariat, etc) at the same time.

6.5 Correspondence representing or on behalf of the group should not be entered into without prior consent of a group majority.

6.6 The group will fold if it has fewer than four members for more than three months, or by the consent of a group majority.

The group discussed and agreed to the changes.  KB agreed to make the suggested alterations and redistribute the constitution prior to the next meeting.

3. Update on Green Steps Project 
TM reported to the group on the progress of the Green Steps Project.  The steering group have been meeting on a regular basis to ensure the project is ready for the launch on October 13th .  The project will involve 10 staff and student households attending a series of workshops.  Members of the steering group will visit students in the designated ‘green block’ to offer assistance and Kate Hiseman will be monitoring their progress.  Kate Hiseman will also be monitoring the progress of staff who work in the Estates and Facilities building on the Brayford Pool Campus.  To ensure that as many students as possible benefit from the project the steering group are planning to hold a series of events based on the green steps themes to take place throughout the 04/05 academic year.

The group discussed the following ideas for the launch and themed events:

· Display good and bad food and cost comparison

· Advertise student discounts for bike shop repairs.

· Provide bikes for students to hire (request donation)

· Have a food co op that is run by student volunteers/paid.

· Offer discounts for farmers markets.

4.  Website
JH showed the group page samples for the new EcoLincs website.  The site will include a directory of environmental businesses, this may provide revenue to fund the site.  Radiant Energy have bought the domain name and offered to help set up the site.  The group agreed that in return the site should offer Radiant Energy advertising space. 

Justin also informed the group that his contacts would be able to set up the site for a small fee.

The group agreed that in order to keep costs down initially the site should offer links to other websites.  A web group has been set up and consists of :- G. Spencer, N. Lance, Kate Bell, S. Delahunty, J. Harrison.  The group will meet in the mean time to discuss web contents.

5.  Any Other business
i) JH informed the group that he had been researching Biofuels in Lincolnshire.  He had made contact with a local business that uses recycled waste fat to power its vehicle.  There are a number of potential suppliers just in the Lincoln area.  Initial inquiries found that some waste fat from commercial premises is poured down drains which causes additional problems.  JH agreed to continue research.  The group discussed the need to write to Gillian Merron to lobby for a tax reduction on the use of biofuels.

KB suggested that LA 21 group should be kept informed of any progress as they also share an interest in biofuels (ie for CoLC vehicle fleet)

ii) NL informed the group that the Green Building Guide can be purchased for £5 at Ottakers and provides an excellent directory of builders. Suppliers and companies.

iii) TM updated the group on the progress of EPIC (Environment, Production, Innovation and Contemplation.) The feasibility study for a centre at the Showground was almost complete.  If the feasibility study is successful a planning application will be submitted to remove all the present buildings on the site and replace with a low carbon energy efficient building.   The project will aim to start immediately after the 2005 Lincolnshire Show and be completed in time for the 2006 show.  The building will be a vernacular design, non concrete and benefit form passive solar energy.  Materials form the old building will be recycled.  The site will also include plans for a cycle route and possible park and ride to the City Centre.

6.    Date of the Next Meeting

The next meeting will be help at City Hall on Tuesday 5th October at 6pm – 8pm.

