Notes from EcoLincs meeting – 23/2/05

Attendance: Standing in as Chair – Kate Bell; George Spencer; Nic Lance; Winifred Pouptis; Stan Ellis; Terry Miller; Diana Russell-Jones.

Apologies  ; Bobby Cordingley; Simon Aslett

EcoLincs Website

The group discussed the templates for the new website and made the following comments:

· Home page to include news feed so the site will have national and international environmental news updated daily.  There will also be local news.

· There will be an interactive forum page which will enable online discussions for people who register on the site.

· KB confirmed that all voluntary/environmental groups will be able to take up space on the site to advertise projects, meetings etc.

· The group discussed holding the consultation/launch in April and to provide a buffet lunch and also arrange a separate evening event.

· KB agreed to send round a list for the directory so the group could make additions. 

· The group discussed including links to other sites (ie Carboncalculator.com, greenshop.com, Bedzed and Hockerton

Litter

The group discussed the repose to the letters sent out to councillors.  KB informed the group that a litter officer post is being created and this will be advertised soon.  The Ecolincs letters have worked in raising this issue to the top of the agenda again.  There will also be new bins placed at three pf the bottle bank sites (also in response to a request from EcoLincs)  

The group discussed the benefits of the Sincil Bank community officer.  KB suggested that if members wanted to be kept up to date on this and discuss extending this scheme to talk to Genie Baine at LCDP.  Alternatively members could attend the Community Forum, the next meeting will be at the Hub on the 9th March at 10am.  This meeting is arranged by the Community Network.

Trees

DRJ expressed concern about the felling of Oak Trees on Doddington Park.  KB agreed to speak to planning about this issue.  KB also confirmed that a planning officer will be attending future Tree Warden meetings to answer questions.  KB also confirmed that the council policy is to replace trees as well as plant extra trees.  

Bio diesel Tax

SE informed the group that he had sent a letter to Gillian Merron MP and has received a response stating that GM has made representation about this matter to Dawn Primarolo MP outlining the groups concerns.

Action

i) The group discussed that they would like to send a list to Gillian Merron on the environmental priorities for Lincoln.  KB suggested that NL start this list and email it to the group.  KB to send out to those members not on email.

ii) TM would like the group to get involved in a wildlife gardening project, DRJ was also interested in this suggestion.  The group also agreed that it would be useful to provide training.  KB agreed to find out about funding. TM to lead discussion at the next meeting(?)

Date of the Next Meeting

City Hall, Wednesday, 6th 2005.  3pm – 4.30pm

