Notes from EcoLincs meeting – 17/11/04

Attendance: Standing in as Chair – Kate Bell; George Spencer; Diana; Nic Lance; Winifred Pouptis;  Terry Miller

Apologies  Bobby Cordingley; Stan Ellis

1. Matters Arising.

i) KB informed the group that the CoLC would like to resurrect the Waste Warriors imitative.  The Sincil Bank area (discussed at the last EcoLincs meeting) might be a good place to work with community groups.  The group discussed the value of clean up operations and felt that this was not an effective way to promote good environmental practice.  However no suggestions were made as to how to promote environmental awareness amongst the community.  

ii) The group discussed the lack of joined up thinking in response to sustainable transport.  KB informed the group that there was a sustainable transport forum involving City and County Councils, businesses and public transport providers.  KB offered to raise this issue at the next Forum meeting on behalf of the group.

iii) Tree Wardens – Diana informed the group that she was a tree warden and was concerned with the amount of tree felling that is taking place in the city.  Diana informed the group that the tree wardens were producing a booklet about trees in Lincoln.  The groups discussed a tree/wildlife trial idea and whether this would fit with the council’s healthy walks maps produced by sports services team.  KB suggested a map could be produced and included on the EcoLincs website informing the public about important trees in the city.

iv) WP enquired whether a letter had been sent to GM regarding tax on biodiesel and charges on reuse of cooking oil as fuel for vehicles.

ACTION
KB agreed to send the group copies of the Lincoln Biodiversity Action Plan as well as the Air Quality Action Plan.

2. Constitution

The group agreed to the constitution and a copy was signed by all members present on behalf of EcoLincs.  KB agreed to keep the original copy and circulate photocopies to all members.

3. Update from Members 
· TM informed the group that a feasibility study has been carried out. For the EPIC project.  TM also informed the group that there might be the opportunity for a woodland burial scheme on the edge of Lincoln and may have more information about this for the next meeting.

· NL informed the group that a consultation event was taking place on Saturday 27th in the morning called ‘redesigning Lincoln’ see Echo for more details.

4.  Website
KB informed the group that the group have received £1500  for developing a website.  However the group are finding it difficult to arrange a meeting with the webdesigners.  KB anticipated that a meeting should be arranged shortly and a contract will be drawn up.  

Diana requested whether there would be information on the site about how people can pass on second hand goods.  KB confirmed that the website is about sharing useful information and this will be updated regularly.  NL informed the group that there was a web service available called Free cycle where people can advertise items they no longer require.  The website is www.freecycle.org. 

5.  Any Other business
No other business reported

6.    Date of the Next Meeting

The next meeting will be help at City Hall on Wednesday 12th January at 3pm – 4.30pm. 
