Notes from EcoLincs meeting – 12/1/05

Attendance: Standing in as Chair – Kate Bell; George Spencer; Nic Lance; Winifred Pouptis; Bobby Cordingley; Stan Ellis; Simon Aslett

Apologies  Terry Miller; Justin Harrison

1. Matters Arising.

i) KB updated the group on the following issues brought up at the last meeting:

· The Lincoln Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) is currently undergoing internal consultation and a hard copy is available for comments from the group.  The officer leading on the LBAP is also available to attend future meetings to discuss contents with the group. 

· The sustainable transport forum organised by Lincolnshire County Council has not met for some time.  However there is a new officer in post who is responsible for working with businesses on Travel Plans so hopefully this will start up again in the near future.  The intention of the forum is to establish an integrated public transport system for Lincoln.
· A letter has not yet been sent to Gillian Merron MP regarding tax and biofuels and requesting if anyone else would be willing to do this.  Stan Ellis agreed to write and send the letter to GM.
· A signed copy of the constitution was handed out to the group.
2. Update from group members

Sylvia Turner handed a copy of the Tree Warden booklet and informed the group that this will be sent to primary schools in Lincoln.  ST also informed the group that a series of tree walks is also a possibility for the next project.  

Simon Aslett informed the group that he was concerned about the increase of litter in Lincoln.  The group discussed the following ways they could help tackle this issue:

· Individual group members to raise this issue with their 3 local ward Councillors

· Send a group letter to all 33 ward councillor (SA agreed to draft letter and KB agreed to copy and send this out to councillors)

· A bin should be provided at the bottle bank sites to reduce the litter around the banks. (KB to raise with head of Grounds Maintenance)

· Send a letter to Gillian Merron MP (BC agreed to write and send this)

· CoLC should employ a litter officer to work with schools, communities to raise awareness about litter (KB to raise at LA 21 group)

· CoLC should issue high profile fines to deter littering. (KB to raise at LA 21)

The group agreed that this was an issue they felt concerned about and would like to lobby the council for something to be done to improve this situation.  

Action – To await response from letters to Ward Councillors and LA 21 group and discuss further action needed by the group at the next meeting.

Nic Lance raised the following issues:

· Concern for high rise development in Lincoln and how the group can keep on top of planning applications.  ST mentioned that it is relatively easy to check applications on a regular and she does this for all applications for new development to ensure adequate cycling facilities are provided.  

· KB suggested that all applications are listed on the Council website and it is easy and very quick for anyone concerned with development in Lincoln to check applications.  These are updated on a weekly basis and provide information on proposal and case officer which individuals can contact to find out more information.  

3. Banking

KB requested another signatory to enable the group to open a bank account with the Cooperative Bank.  Stan Ellis volunteered 

4. Update on Website

KB informed the group that a Service Level Agreement had been produced and sent to Id Design UK for them to agree and sign. The aim will be to hold a consultation event on the 7th March 2005 and a room at the Drill Hall has been provisionally booked for this event. This will be held over lunchtime and food will be provided.  Views will be sought from members of the public, community groups, organisations across the city.  It is hoped that the site can be launched by the end of March.

5.    Date of the Next Meeting

The next meeting will be help at City Hall on Wednesday 23rd February, 3pm – 4.30pm. 
