The future of our waste

The health of the planet – and the council tax we pay – both depend on finding alternatives to throwing our waste into landfill sites. Here County News looks at the draft Lincolnshire Waste Strategy currently out for public consultation.

WE ALL know how important it is to look after our environment.  What we do with our waste has a big role to play in this.  
Here in Lincolnshire, we are already making good progress towards managing our waste in a more environmentally friendly way.   But 2008 will be a big year for Lincolnshire as we decide how to deal with our waste for the next 15 years.

European and Government legislation now requires us to do much more to reduce the amount of waste we produce, to increase recycling and composting, and to reduce the amount we landfill.   This includes us meeting tough new targets to landfill less, or face the threat of huge fines.
So how are we getting on?  In Lincolnshire, we throw away over 360,000 tonnes of rubbish every year.  That’s the same weight as eight Titanics – and it is growing each year by around 1.7%. 

As a county, we currently recycle around 40% of our waste and some parts of Lincolnshire are doing even better.  North Kesteven recycled 55% of its waste last year – the best in England!

However, the remaining 60% of our waste – around 220,000 tonnes a year – is currently sent to landfill in Lincolnshire.  This has to change.  As well as being bad for the environment, if we fail to meet our targets Lincolnshire could face fines of millions of pounds each year.
Costing you, costing the environment

Landfill is the least environmentally friendly way of dealing with waste.  Over time waste rots and breaks down.  As this happens, methane is given off, which is a greenhouse gas over 20 times more powerful than carbon dioxide.  A liquid called leachate is also produced, which contains a number of harmful chemicals.

Whilst modern landfill sites are engineered to a high standard, with systems to capture both methane and leachate, landfill is still seen as the least sustainable option for dealing with waste and has been targeted in the fight against global warming.

What is more, if waste can be re-used or recycled it reduces the need for raw materials to be used to produce goods.   Likewise, if waste can be used to generate electricity by recovering the energy within it, our reliance on fossil fuels, like gas and oil, will be reduced.

The cost of landfill is also increasing as the Government taxes every tonne of waste sent to landfill in a bid to discourage it.  This Landfill Tax goes up by £8 per tonne each year and is making landfill more and more expensive.

Under EU rules, councils that landfill too much waste will face fines of £150 for every tonne over their landfill “allowance”.   For Lincolnshire, this could mean a fine of up to £15m a year. This would have an unacceptable impact on council services, council tax bills or both.  

So you see we cannot continue to rely on landfill.  The draft Lincolnshire Waste Strategy looks at how we can tackle these problems.

The Lincolnshire Joint Municipal Waste Strategy

Lincolnshire County Council, the seven district councils and the Environment Agency have teamed up as the Lincolnshire Waste Partnership to deliver a sustainable approach to waste management in the county.   
How the Partnership plans to achieve this vision is set out in Lincolnshire’s draft Waste Strategy - it includes:
· Generating less waste in the first place

· Re-using, recycling and composting more waste

· Reducing the amount of waste we send to landfill

· Treating the “residual” waste left over after recycling and composting

· Promoting waste awareness and involving the public

· Delivering value for money

The first step is for us all to produce less waste in the first place and then to re-use, recycle and compost as much waste as possible.   The Waste Strategy aims to boost recycling and composting to 44% by 2010 and 50% by 2020.

However, there will still be waste that needs to be disposed of.  The Waste Strategy evaluates the waste treatment options available as alternatives to landfill.
New waste treatment facilities

There are different technologies available for treating the remaining or “residual” waste.  

The draft Waste Strategy indicates that the highest-scoring options involve thermal treatment.  An example of this is Energy from Waste, which involves thermally treating the waste to recover the energy contained within it in order to generate electricity.  This electricity can be used locally or sold to the National Grid.  

The most likely location for a new waste treatment facility is adjacent to the former landfill site in North Hykeham, near Lincoln, which has already been allocated for waste treatment in the Waste Local Plan.  
There is still a long way to go, though, and the Lincolnshire Waste Partnership wants to hear your views whether you live near the likely location or elsewhere in the county. 
No final decision will be taken on which is the right option for Lincolnshire until the consultation process has finished. 
Have your say

A 12-week public consultation exercise is now underway on the draft Waste Strategy seeking your views on the Partnership’s plans.  
To take part in the consultation please visit www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/wastestrategy and complete the online survey.  
If you would prefer a paper copy of the survey, please contact us at: Waste Strategy Consultation, Lincolnshire County Council, City Hall, Lincoln, LN1 1DN or phone 01522 782070.
Copies of the Waste Strategy are also available to view in all council offices and public libraries across the county.  

A roadshow will be touring the county in the coming weeks with more information about Lincolnshire’s Waste Strategy, as well as local waste news and initiatives. 
Look out in the local press and on the county council website for more details of where you can find the roadshow.

