Notes from EcoLincs meeting – 2/11/06

Attendance: (EcoLincs members) Kate Bell; Bobby Cordingley; Winifred Pouptis; Nic Lance; Sylvia Turner. The meeting was also attended by members of the public concerned about development on the Brayford.

1.
Apologies  Diana Russell-Jones; Joanna Heslewood, Simon Aslett 

2.
Save Our Brayford Campaign

NL updated the group on the SOB campaign.  NL and attendees identified the following concerns regarding a planning application for a 11 storey apartment block on the Brayford Marina approved on the 13th September:

· Environment Agency objection that the planning application did not allow for the required 9m gap between water edge and building.  Also, the application did not fully comply with Planning Policy Guidance PPG25.  This relates to the high risk of flooding (the site is in Flood Zone 3 - the highest category flood risk).  Late posting of full planning application by CoLC resulted in a response from EA arriving on the day of the committee.  However, the EA objections were not addressed by committee members.

· The building is located on a public right of way (FP27) Need to consult with Definitive Map officer at LCC

· Poor natural environment for the swans and wildfowl.

· No record of University of Lincoln objecting to the height of the building.

· The Lincoln Civic Trust were not properly consulted and therefore were late with their objection. An update sheet was handed out during cttee meeting but was too late to be properly taken into consideration. 

· A human rights audit should have been produced with plan e.g. to identify Disabled access.

· Land previously Holmes Common, therefore potential for challenge if common land status remains. 

· Inaccurate interpretation of the University Masterplan.

NL showed the group some photographs highlighting the concerns over high-rise, inappropriate development on the Brayford.  Remaining "golden views" of the Cathedral hilltop could be lost e.g. if the site of the former Electricity Works is developed (North Wharf).

NL outline the following Actions being undertaken:

· Complaint has been submitted to CoLC Chief Executive Andrew Taylor outlining the previous points.

· An EcoLincs sub group ‘Save Our Brayford’ should be formed to divide up work load

· Group to seek free legal advice.

· Application has not officially been signed off until agreement has been reached by CoLC and Developers over S106 agreement.

· EcoLincs has obtained group membership of the Open Spaces Society who have so far provided valuable support to NL (if anyone would like to make use of this please contact Nic)

· Date of the next SOB meeting to take place on 22nd November, 7.30pm at Lincoln College.  Group to meet in entrance to Friary Learning Centre (outside Library)

3.
Wildlife Havens

Deferred until next meeting

4.
Climate Change
Deferred until next meeting

Date of next EcoLincs meeting 

Wednesday 10th January, 6 – 7.30pm. 

City Hall
