Notes from EcoLincs meeting – 14/9/06

Attendance: Kate Bell; Bobby Cordingley; Simon Aslett; Winifred Pouptis; Stan Ellis; Nic Lance; Alison Walling

1.
Apologies  George Spencer; Diana Russell-Jones; Joanna Heslewood

George Spencer 

Has moved to UEA, Norwich to pursue post-graduate studies.  NL paid tribute to George's role in helping with the EcoLincs website and frequently sorting out problems.  His analytical and well-informed mind will be missed!

2.
Wildlife Havens Weekend

The group discussed the event and decided that they would like to organise this again next year the following points have been noted:

· There will be no charge again next year however individual gardens should if they wish leave a collection box out for their chosen charity.

· If possible the gardens should be opened to coincide with the Cathedral Charity event when all Cathedral gardens are open to the public (charge would apply).  Last year this took place two weeks before the EcoLincs event.

· The group discussed opening different gardens and have a specific area i.e. South of the City.  The group agreed this would depend on the numbers and locations of willing participants.

3.
Transport in Lincoln and Dispatches Programme

Nic Lance expressed his concern over congestion in Lincoln.

Nic said he had returned from holiday in August to experience total gridlock in Lincoln.  When a vehicle overturned on the bypass, traffic was diverted INTO Lincoln.  This, combined with roadworks at the bottom of Canwick Hill - a bottleneck at the best of times - had created a double whammy.  Car traffic chaos had continued for at least a week with traffic at a virtual standstill on Canwick Hill.  The tailback causing frustration and heavy exhaust pollution.

The group suggested that NL write to Gillian Merron MP, now junior Transport Minister, to ask her what transport plans she had in mind for Lincoln.

NL described an insightful Dispatches programme about transport (Channel 4, 21 August).  It was presented by Bob Kiley, Ken Livingtone's transport adviser and mastermind behind London Congestion Charging.

In the documentary, he travelled by train to Newcastle which had successfully introduced an integrated transport system in the 1970s - the METRO system.  Unfortunately, this had been completely undermined by the deregulation of buses and trains introduced by Mrs Thatcher.

Recently, York has seen a 44% increase in passengers on its "Mauve" buses (First Bus).  The buses are attractive and colourful with purple upholstery and a "lounge" area at the rear of the bus.  This is combined with an effective PARK & RIDE scheme.  It was suggested that Lincoln should follow this good example.
· Following Nic’s letter to Gillian Merron work has started on improvements to Lincoln Station.

· KB suggested that Lincoln College would like to run a campaign about Transport for their Spring term and requested the groups suggestions.  These included a car sharing promotion, show the EcoLincs cycling campaign film, highlight bus routes to the college.

4.
High Rised Buildings around the Brayford.

Nic Lance informed the group that he attended a recent planning committee meeting to decide whether an 11 storey luxury apartment block on the Brayford (next to University Shed building) should be given planning permission.  Despite various objections the council decided to award planning permission.  Nic read out a letter, to be sent to the Echo, expressing his concern.  This was endorsed by the group.

UPDATE ON BRAYFORD POOL

Nic writes:  

Since the meeting and the letter in the Echo, I have been very active in the 'Save Our Brayford Pool' Campaign.  There has been an encouraging public response helped by good coverage in the media: especially in the Lincolnshire Echo, with a further article featuring Nic, about protecting "golden views" of the Cathedral from Brayford Pool.  In the same paper, an editorial highlighted the Brayford campaign (28 Sep issue).  Rod Whiting's morning show on BBC Radio Lincs also broadcasted interviews and the Demo, which took place outside the Guildhall/Stonebow on 3 October.  

I organised the Demo and Simon also took part, together with members of the Swan Preservation Society and people who had responded to my appeal. Councillors were lobbied while entering Full Council meeting in the Guildhall - including Leader of the Council, Ric Metcalfe.  A big white banner was displayed and we shouted in protest at the council's decision to grant permission for a "shambolic" 11-storey building on the waterfront - which we think is crazy ("Benidorm on Brayford!" as Simon said).  This was Democracy and eco-activism in action!

Delving into Brayford Pool and its surroundings has been like unearthing a complex jigsaw:  business interests rubbing against environmental and conservation interests;  students making loud noises at night and dropping litter in the Pool - endangering wildfowl.  In a way it encapsulates the modern dilemma: what price "progress"?  Development is only sustainable if it is environmentally-friendly and sympathetic to its surroundings.  "Development", in itself, does not necessarily improve quality of life.

In discussion with the Swan Preservation Society, it is clear that much needs to be done to improve the ecology of the Pool and to make it wildlife-friendly as well as student-friendly.  More about this at our next EcoLincs meeting.

For more information, see the website  www.ecolincs.org
5.
EcoLincs Website

KB informed the group that the forum on the website is being used as free advertising.  Currently these emails are being deleted from the site however for the forum to work effectively it is necessary to permanently block access to the forum for advertising.  Alison suggested the website has a more complex system for ensuring access is limited to genuine users only.  KB to contact Shaun at Systematic.

KB also expressed concern over the lack of time available to maintain the website and asked for the groups views on taking on a volunteer from the volunteer scheme run by the University or from the volunteer bureaux.  The group agreed that this would be a good idea and ST also suggested the time bank.

NL floated the idea of sponsored links to generate income.  It was agreed that this would be a good idea to explore, as long as these were "wholesome" green links  similar to the Green Shop, for example.  KB & NL said they would look out for possible links.

6.
AOB

· Bobby Cordingley reminded the group that she is arranging a trip to Hockerton on the 4th November 1pm-4pm and places are available for £15.

· Simon informed the group about his meeting with the deputy manager at The Lincoln Hotel regarded the planned felling of seven 80 year old Yew trees.  The group suggested that they write to the owners of the land to ensure they are aware of these plans.  Simon requested that if anyone is in the vicinity and are concerned about the removal of the trees they should express their concerns to the hotel ASAP.

· Simon and Alison informed the group that there will be a free trip to Staley Bridge (see handout or previous email from more details.  If anyone would like to attend they should contact Elizabeth Hanger.

· Simon asked what had happened to the litter campaign display.  KB informed the group that it has been collected from Lincoln College and can go to Hartsholme Country Park.  KB asked if the group had any other suggestion.  NL suggested Whisby.

· Sylvia Turner informed the group that her idea for promoting growth of apple trees along cycle routes had developed and there is a lot of interest and support especially as a way of preserving rare varieties.  AW suggested that LOGO are promoting Apple day on the 8th October at Wragby Town Hall.

· Nic Lance reminded the group that Al Gore’s documentary ‘An inconvenient Truth’ will be released in Cinemas on Friday 15th.  

· Winnifred asked if anyone can give advice on noise pollution and what residents can do about it.  ST informed the group that there is a new number 101 available 24/7 for people to ring to report complaints.  Residents can also contact the Anti Social Behaviour Coordinator at the City Council, Angela Beal on 873431.

Date of next meeting 

2nd November, 2 – 4pm. 

City Hall
